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First, know, that a person’s islam cannot be established, even if he singles out Allah 
and leaves shirk, except by having “adawah (enmity) of mushrikin and declaring that 
to them, due to His (ta‘ala) statement, “You will not find a people who believe in 
Allah and the Last Day having affection for those who oppose Allah and His 
messenger, even if they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their 
kindred...” And in the hadith, “The strongest bond of Islam is love for the sake of 
Allah and hate for the sake of Allah,” which was reported by Imam Ahmad from the 
hadith of al-Bara ibn “Azib; and the hadith is hasan when all of its paths are taken 
together as al-Albani (rahimahullah) said. 


Al-Allamah Hamad ibn ‘Atiq said, “As for taking the kuffar and mushrikin as 
enemies, then know that Allah (subhanahu wa ta‘ala) has obligated this and firmly 
set it and has forbidden allying with them and has stressed these to the extent that 
there is no ruling in the Book of Allah for which its evidences are greater and clearer 
than this ruling after the evidences on obligation of tawhid and forbidding of its 
opposite.” Thus al-wala wal-bara must be achieved. 


Second, the foundation of bara is hatred, and the foundation of walaa is love because 
of His (ta‘ala) narrating from Ibrahim (‘alayhis-salam) that he said to his people, 
“Then do you see what you have been worshiping, you and your ancient forefathers? 
Indeed, they are enemies to me, except the Lord of creation.” And as the foundation 
of bara is hatred which is located in the heart, then what stems out from it and 


manifests itself is ‘adawah. He (ta‘ala) said, “There has been for you an excellent 
example in Ibrahim and those with him, when they said to their people, ‘Indeed, we 
are disassociated from you and from whatever you worship other than Allah. We 
have rejected you and there has appeared between us and you ‘adawah and hatred 
forever until you believe in Allah alone.” And this is the description of kufr bit- 
taghut mentioned before. 


Shaykh al-“Allamah Hamad ibn ‘Atiq (rahimahullah) said, “And here there is a 
unique point in His statement, ‘Indeed, we are disassociated from you and from 
whatever you worship other than Allah.’ And it is that Allah (ta‘ala) mentioned 
bara‘ah from the mushrikin, the worshipers of other than Allah, before bara‘ah from 
the idols that are worshiped besides Allah. Because the first is more important than 
the second. As one could disassociate from the idols and not from those who 
worship them. He would thus not have fulfilled what is obligatory upon him. But as 
for when a person disassociates from the mushrikin, then indeed that implies his 
disassociation from whatever they worship. So reflect over this subtle point as it will 
open the door for you in regard to the ‘adawah of the enemies of Allah. For how 
many people do not fall into shirk yet do not have enmity for its people. And thus he 
can not be a Muslim when he has abandoned the din of all the messengers. Then His 
statement, ‘We have denied you, and there has appeared between us and you 
animosity and hatred forever until you believe in Allah alone.’ His saying ‘there has 
appeared,’ means it has become apparent and clear. So ponder over the mentioning 
of ‘adawah before hatred as the first is more important than the second. Because 
indeed, a person may have hatred of mushrikin but does not have enmity of them, 
and so he would not have fulfilled what is obligatory upon him until he comes with 
both hatred and enmity. And although hatred is attached to the heart, it will not be 
of benefit until its traces and signs appear; and that can not be done except with 
‘adawah and the severing of ties.” 


And he said, “A Muslim can not make his din apparent until he opposes every group 
for which it is famous for, and he clearly displays ‘adawah to them and bara‘ah. So 
whose kufr is by shirk, then manifesting the din is by clearly showing tawhid and 
forbidding shirk and warning from it. And as for the one whose kufr is by allying 


with the mushrikin or by entering under their obedience, then manifesting the din is 
by clearly showing his “adawah and his disassociation from the mushrikin.” 


A Muslim may not be able to manifest “adawah to the kuffar and mushrikin due to a 
preventative factor or an excuse, such as those who are weak or under duress and 
thus be excused till the end of whatever is preventing him. But the one who do not 
manifest ‘adawah to the mushrikin because of some worldly reason while hating 
them and believing in their kufr, then he is a disobedient sinner. But this is all 
relative; so if the hatred in his heart is removed, iman is removed, as well. Because 
what shows from a person is connected to what is hidden inside and the place of 
hatred is in the heart where no one can remove by duress or other reason as is made 
clear in His (ta‘ala) statement, “Except whoever who is forced thereto and whose 
heart is at rest with iman.” 


